Surgical treatment of temporal lobe epilepsy with interictal psychosis: results of six cases.
We describe the postsurgical outcome of six patients with medically intractable temporal lobe epilepsy and interictal psychosis who underwent temporal lobe resection. All patients were submitted to a comprehensive presurgical investigation, including prolonged video-EEG monitoring. Despite their psychotic disorders, all patients were able to provide informed consent and we were able to complete the investigation of all cases. Surgical complications occurred in two cases. Seizure outcome was Engel class I (free from incapacitating seizures) in all except one patient. There was no worsening of their psychoses. Until now, there has been relative improvement in the mental conditions of five patients. Although psychosis has been considered by some authors as a contraindication to epilepsy surgery, with appropriate psychiatric intervention, patients with refractory epilepsy and chronic interictal psychosis may be submitted to prolonged presurgical investigation and undergo surgery successfully.